
MBI for IBM i and iSeries
ERP environments

Managerial and operational dashboards and grids for
companies whose core systems still run the business -
but whose reporting has been left behind.
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The data is there. Practical access to it is often not.

Many manufacturers, distributors and service businesses still rely on IBM i, iSeries or System i enterprise resource planning (ERP)
platforms. These systems are reliable. The reporting problem is usually outside the ERP: extraction work, legacy field names, unclear
relationships, spreadsheets, and too much reliance on technical staff.

Generic BI expects cleaner data
than many legacy ERPs provide

Short field names, non-standard keys, mixed
naming conventions and hidden business
meaning rarely map neatly to a plug-and-play
connector.

ERP replacement is not
the sensible answer
A full platform replacement can be expensive,
risky and unnecessary when the immediate
problem is reporting access rather than
transaction processing.

Spreadsheets fill the gap
badly
Exports and spreadsheet packs create version
drift, hidden logic and repeat dependence on
the few people who know how the data fits
together.

MBI is aimed at the gap between rigid ERP reports and expensive enterprise BI projects.
It gives users useful dashboards and serious operational grids over existing ERP data, while allowing administrators to define
the joins, fields, calculated values, roles and report access that make the data usable.



MBI by Panda Logica What MBI does

Panda Logica Ltd - MBI for IBM i and iSeries reporting 3

A reporting layer built for real operational data

MBI is a Windows desktop business intelligence (BI) application. It presents user-defined queries as interactive dashboards and
customisable grids, working with client data where it already resides, including IBM i, iSeries, System i and SQL Server target systems.

1

Target system data
IBM i / iSeries / System i
SQL Server
Existing ERP tables

2

MBI definition layer
Table and field definitions
Master relationships
Roles, groups and access

3

User-facing analysis
Dashboards
Grids
Saved layouts
Related reports

Administrator-defined structure End-user working freedom
Users run approved reports, explore dashboards, reshape grids, save layouts and
move into related reports without writing Structured Query Language (SQL).

Administrators scan libraries or schemas, define master data, add calculated

fields and control access.
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One report can serve management and operations

MBI does not force a choice between visual BI and detailed operational analysis. A report can be viewed as a dashboard for overview, and
as a grid for line-level investigation.

Dashboard view
Fast visual interpretation: cards, charts, parameters, comparisons and
exception indicators.

Grid view
Operational detail: filtering, grouping, summaries, saved layouts and
route-through to related reports.

One report = dashboard + grid
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Dashboards for overview and operational insight

MBI dashboards are attached to reports. They can give directors a concise overview and also help operational teams trace where a business
problem is coming from: region, customer, item category, sales rep, arrears bucket or shipment pattern.

Overview views
Regional performance, sales value, profit margin, arrears
and trend information in one screen.

Operational tracing
Filters and visuals help users narrow a problem to source
data such as customer, item, date, country or rep.

Multiple dashboards
The same report can have different dashboards for
different analysis styles without duplicating the report.
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A grid becomes a reusable analytical workspace

Users can arrange a grid around the question they are answering, then save that arrangement as a named layout. The saved layout
becomes a one-click view for later use.

1 Group the data
Example: ship method -> warehouse -> city.

2 Choose fields
Show the columns needed for the decision.

3 Summarise
Choose Sum, Min, Max, Count, Average or
None.

4 Save the layout
Name it clearly and restore it later.

Saved layout visible in the ribbon Numeric summary options in the grid

Save layouts to the gallery
Store multiple named layouts and restore any one with a single

click.
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Move from one answer to the next question

Operational reporting rarely stops at the first answer. MBI can use selected grid values to find related reports and open them with the right
filter already applied.

1. Right-click selected grid data
The user selects a value such as a customer and opens the
related-report menu.

2. Open the related report already filtered
In the example, Sales Overview routes into Shipments for the selected
customer.

This is not a static hyperlink. It depends on available reports, selected fields, user access and the values selected in the grid.MBI generates dynamic related-report links automatically from selected fields, available reports and user access.

No link setup is needed when a new report is created.
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Designed around the realities of long-lived ERP data

MBI is useful where the business data is valuable, but the structure is not packaged for a modern plug-and-play BI provider. The
administrator describes the ERP data once, then users work with it repeatedly.

Libraries and schemas
MBI scans selected libraries or schemas and
stores table and field definitions.

Master-data understanding
Administrators identify master tables such as
Customer, Supplier, Product and Warehouse.

Legacy naming tolerance
Different tables can hold the same business
entity under different field names; MBI lets
those relationships be mapped.

Automatic joins
Mapped relationships help MBI create useful
queries over related tables.

Calculated fields
Calculated fields can be attached to tables
and reused when users create reports.

Access control
Reports and dashboards can be assigned
through users, groups and roles.

The result is a reporting layer that respects the ERP instead of pretending legacy data is already a clean
analytics model.
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Control for administrators. Freedom for users.

MBI separates data definition and access control from day-to-day report use. That matters where uncontrolled reporting can quickly
become another fragile shadow system.

Administrator-controlled foundation User-controlled analysis

Define environments and target systems.

Scan libraries or schemas and store table/field definitions.

Map master tables, keys and field relationships.

Create calculated fields and assign reports to groups/roles.

Create standard dashboards for approved users.

Run available reports from the front-end menu.

Switch between dashboard and grid views.

Group, filter, sort and summarise grid data.

Save named layouts for repeated analysis.

Create personal dashboards where permitted.

The business gets controlled data access without reducing users to passive report
consumers.
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Best fit: valuable ERP data with awkward reporting access

MBI is not positioned as an ERP replacement or another generic cloud BI connector. It is strongest where a company needs practical visibility
over existing operational data without forcing a large data warehouse project before users can see value.

Situation Why MBI helps

IBM i, iSeries or System i ERP remains core to
operations

MBI can work over the existing target system instead of requiring immediate ERP
replacement.

Field names and relationships are not self-explanatory Administrators map master data and relationships once so users do not need to understand
legacy internals.

Users need both overview and transaction-level detail The same report can expose dashboard summaries and grid-level detail.

Teams need different views of the same data Saved layouts allow different analytical arrangements without duplicating the underlying
report.

Operational follow-up matters Related-report routing lets users move from a row in one report to a filtered view in another.

The point is straightforward: make existing ERP data visible, navigable and reusable without turning every reporting
question into a technical project.



Panda Logica
MBI

A practical BI layer for IBM i
and iSeries ERP
environments
MBI gives operational users dashboards, grids, saved
layouts and related-report navigation over the systems
that already run the business.

Works with IBM i, iSeries, System i and SQL Server target data

Provides managerial and operational dashboards and grids

Lets users save named layouts for repeat analysis

Routes from selected data into related reports with filters applied

Separates administrator governance from end-user exploration
Suggested next step: a focused demonstration using representative ERP tables, showing one report as both a dashboard and
a grid, then saving layouts and drilling into related reports.

Prepared for prospective IBM i, iSeries and legacy ERP customers MBI by Panda Logica


